[Rupture of a renal artery aneurysm. Fulminant course, fatal complication of type IV Ehlers-Danlos syndrome in childhood].
A 12 year old girl with joint laxity, hyperelastic and vulnerable skin and tall stature was labeled as "Marfan syndrome". She died unexpectedly from a ruptured aneurysm of the right renal artery. All these features are typical for Ehlers-Danlos syndrome type IV. The diagnostic difficulties and the classification of connective tissue disorders are discussed and further possible complications are reviewed from the literature. The importance of an exact diagnosis is stressed in order to assess the prognosis and start possible therapeutic measures as early as possible.